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120 x 90mm 

£8 per issue 

(ie £48 per year) 

 

 

Quarter page 

portrait 

60 x 90mm 

£5 per issue 

(ie £30 per year) 

 

Quarter page 

landscape 

120 x 50mm 

£5 per issue 
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Full page 

120 x 180mm 

£14 per issue 

(ie £84 per year) 

ADVERT SIZES 

  

June and July 2017 
Issue 181 

Picture courtesy of Ken McDonald 
Secretary to The Hundred Parishes Society 
Cow Parsley, Pennington Lane, Stansted 

 

If you have a photo you would like to see on 

the front cover of the next issue, please 

submit to the Editor 

by 27 July 2017 
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CASTLE CAMPS CLUBS & AMENITIES 
Art Club (VH)   01440 730035 Sue Moss 
     Alt’ Thursdays 10.30-1.00pm 
Brownies Horseheath 01223 891086 
Bowls Club Apr-Nov 01799 584684 Tom Walker 
Carpet Bowls (VH)  01799 584694 Wednesdays 7.30pm 
CATS    01440 762290 Trevor 
Cricket Club   01799 584269 
The Cockerel   01799 584269 
Football Club   07837 701610 
Footpaths   01799 584924 Pete Mills 
Good Companions (VH,50+)  01799 584016 Maureen McKenna 
Gun Club    01799 584217 
Hanchett Toys   01799 584979 
Mobile Library   1st Tuesday of the month 
     11.25-11.40 Camps End 
     12.15-12.50 Claydon Close 
Oil Syndicate   01799 584527 
Parish Council (VH)  01799 584428 8pm 2nd Thursday 
     every other month 
Mel Laing, Parish Clerk 584428 / castlecampspc@gmail.com 
Post Office (VH)  Monday 10.00am—12.00 noon 
     Thursday 1.30pm—3.30pm 
Saddlery    01799 584802 Horse & pet feeds 
Tennis Club   01799 584328 
Toddler Group (VH) 01799 584785 9.30-11.30 Weds 
Yoga (VH)   01799 584890 Caroline Daunt 
Youth Club   01799 584379 Fridays 7-9pm 
     term time only 
Castle Camps School www.castlecampsschool.co.uk 
(VH = Village Hall) 
Linton Health Clinic  01223 892555 
Non Emergency  101 
Village Hall enquiries 01799 584596 
C of E (Churchwarden) 01799 584012 
URC (Secretary)  01799 584250 
Camps Review & website Chris Swan 01799 584958 

www.castlecamps.org.uk 
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Marsh Mail (from Linton Village College) 
 

We look forward to a range of celebratory events at Linton Village 

College over the coming months. 
 

Having enjoyed Year 11 Leavers’ Day at the end of May, including 

farewell messages and a BBQ, at the end of June we have another 

opportunity to celebrate with our Year 11 students: the Leavers’ Ball. 
 

The Ball on Friday 30th June marks the end of the GCSE examination 

series and the finale of Year 11s time at Linton Village College. It is a 

great tradition that provides an opportunity for the year group to en-

joy an evening together before embarking on the next stage of their 
education and future at different educational establishments. 

 

The Leavers’ Ball has become a rite of passage, symbolising students’ 

maturity and independence as they depart from secondary school. 
This year’s theme is Masquerade and promises to be a special and 

memorable event. I know that students past and present often join 

staff and students’ families to welcome their arrival and the spectacle 

is somewhat of a community custom. 
 

Thanks in advance to village residents for your patience with unusual 

modes of transport on local roads and any noise or inconvenience 

caused on the evening of 30th June. 
 

On the following evening, Saturday 1st July, the decorated school hall 

is the venue for the Friends of LVC’s summer fundraising event: The 

Accelerants Unmasked - Band & Beerfest. It is a great community 

event involving live music and guest beers from Milton Brewery. We 
hope that this will be a very well-attended evening. Tickets can be 

purchased via the Friends’ website: www.friendsoflvc.org. 

 

Another date for your diaries is 17th September - LVC’s 80th birthday 
celebrations to celebrate 80 years of learning since the College 

opened in 1937. Further information is available on the LVC80 Face-

book page. It would be great if former students can attend; please do 

share the link with any LVC alumni that you are still in touch with. If 
anyone is willing to lend memorabilia (photos, records or items of 

uniform from previous times) we'd love to hear from them via Face-

book or lvc80info@gmail.com. 

 
Rachel Drennan, School Reception, Linton Village College, Tel. 01223 891233 

http://www.friendsoflvc.org
mailto:lvc80info@gmail.com
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WEST WICKHAM AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

 
April's talk on Container Gardening was the 
last of our monthly meetings for this garden-
ing year. We have two evening visits, one to 
Ashdon Hall on June 12th and another to 
Moat House at Little Saxham on July 3rd and 
then on July 30th we join Balsham Club for a 
coach trip to Wisley. 
 
Last Saturday, 20th May we held our Plant Sale, a wonderful 
event for all concerned. The Hall was full to bursting with 
plants of all varieties and description and our thanks go to 
all who came along and departed with boxes of bargains. 
The final total was £834, an amazing achievement which will 
provide funds for our speakers next season. 
 
Our AGM will be held on Monday 18th September, after 
which we begin our talks once more on the 3rd Monday in 
October. Anybody wishing to find out more about West Wick-
ham and District Gardening Club can access our Web site 
where details of the programme of talks and subscriptions 
can be found. Our members come from many villages on 
both sides of the A1307, Castle Camps, Western Colville, 
Horseheath and also Haverhill. Happy gardening! Rosemary 
 
More info. from Rosemary Yallop 01799584262 

POPPY APPEAL 
 

Thank you to all the collectors for last year’s 

Poppy Appeal and to everyone who contrib-

uted. We managed to raise a fantastic 

£1,438.41. 

 
Susan Cutter  
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REGULAR EVENTS AT CASTLE CAMPS VILLAGE HALL 

Yoga Tuesdays 10-11.30am or 7-8.30pm, 
  Thursdays 6-7.30pm 
Good Companions 3rd Thursday of each month 
Art Club  Thursday 10am 01440 730035 (VH) 
Youth Club every Friday term time 7-9pm 

From the Editor 
Hello everyone 

 

Hope you like the new “yellow pages” advert section wrapped 

around this issue. These will run on an annual basis from June 

2017 to April 2018. If you would like to place an advert for the 

year it will need to be sent in pdf format to Mel Laing, Parish 
Clerk, the sizes and prices are shown on the back cover (page 

24). Please contact Mel direct on 01799 584428 or email: cas-

tlecampspc@gmail.com for more details including payment 

terms etc. 

 

If you would like anything included in the next issue of Camps 
Review then please get in touch: 

Chris Swan, Ashcroft, Haverhill Rd, Castle Camps 

Email: info@castlecamps.org.uk Tel: 584958 

 

Until next time, Ed 

 
Deadline for August edition: 27 July 2017 

BIN COLLECTION DATES 

GREEN/BLUE: 

Monday 5 June 

Monday 19 June 

Monday 3 July 

Monday 17 July 

Monday 31 July 

 

BLACK: 

Tuesday 30 May 

Monday 12 June 

Monday 26 June 

Monday 10 July 

Monday 24 July 

Monday 7 August 
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Castle Camps Carpet Bowls 

 

Castle Camps Carpet Bowls Need You! 

 

We meet every Wednesday at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 

 

Friendly matches are played within the club, and several 

times throughout the year we play other teams both at 

home and away. But these are always purely for fun. 

 

Tea and biscuits are also served. 
 

Anyone who is interested is welcome to come along. 

 

Clive Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Mayor for Greater Cambridgeshire  

Following the election of James Palmer as a new mayor 

for the area we await to see what impact this new role will 

have on planning, countryside and heritage. 

 
A1307 Haverhill to Cambridge 

We have concerns about some of the proposals that the 

City Deal are looking at and we have met with officers to 

enable them to better understand the issues that might 

affect the Magog Hills. We are also lobbying with the Ma-

gog Trust to ensure that we are not excluded from Local 

Liaison Forum workshops that will take place in June. 
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Report from Castle Camps Parish Council 
 

Following the last Annual Meeting in May 2016 the Parish Coun-

cil has met for 6 full council meetings and 6 planning meetings.  

Council members have in addition attended meetings at the 
Haverhill Forum for the A1307 and the Local Liaison Forum for 

the Cambridge City Deal. We have also attended the Combined 

Parish Council meetings which meet monthly, and started in 

September 2016.These meetings have proved to be extremely 

constructive and useful. It has enabled a closer working rela-

tionship with other local parish councils and a sharing of com-
mon problems and resources, including the purchasing and 

sharing of speed indicator devices. We have a group of volun-

teers to carry out speed watch throughout the village. 

The council received a grant towards the playground and are 

very grateful to the playground committee for their hard work 

in providing a play area that is proving to be very popular and 

well used. Our Clerk obtained a grant from Tesco's Bags for 
Help of £5000 to enhance the area and provide an outside table 

tennis table. 

Byway 7 has been cleared by the County Council after a meet-

ing with Peter Gaskin. 

The proposed development of 10 houses on Bartlow Road has 

received outline planning permission, the developers now have 
12 months to make a detailed planning application. 

The Camps Review was revived in December, for which we are 

grateful to the editor Chris Swan. 

The lease has been signed for the land used by CATS, thanks to 

Neville Drummond for drawing up the lease for us. 

My thanks to District Councillors Richard Turner and Andrew 
Fraser and County Councillor Roger Hickford for their reports 

and help throughout the year. 

Our Clerk and Responsible Officer, Mel Laing is a great asset to 

the Parish Council and I thank her for all her hard work. 

Lastly, I would like to thank the Parish Councillors of Castle 

Camps Parish Council for their support and help over the past 

year. 
 

Sue Herbert 

Chair Castle Camps Parish Council 
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 CAMPS VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017 

 

The Camps Village Hall Management Committee is pleased to announce that 
this year’s AGM will be held on Monday 19th June at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 
 
We will present at this meeting, the 2016-17 Annual Report, the inspected Fi-
nancial Accounts for 2015-16 and the draft or inspected Financial Accounts for 
2016-17.   
 
Other items of interest to the Hall will be on the agenda, which will soon be 
drafted. This agenda and last year's draft AGM Minutes will be available at the 
AGM, along with copies of the Annual Report. 
 
Camps Village Hall is a registered and independent charity (no. 300375).  The 
Committee members automatically become trustees of the charity, which pays a 
peppercorn rent to Castle Camps Parish Council for the lease of the land used 
by the Hall. 
 
A requirement of our trust deed is that the current Committee stands down an-
nually at the AGM and a new one is elected. 
 
If anyone is interested in standing for the Committee, especially representatives 
of Village Hall user organisations, or anyone from the surrounding villages, 
please contact our Secretary, Terry Chapman, (tel. 01799 584457) as soon as 
possible before the AGM. (Must be over 18 years of age). 
 
Note: the maximum number of committee members allowed is 12, plus two co-
opted members to represent interests in Castle Camps not otherwise represented. 

  
We currently have 9 members and their functions are: 
Dick Moore     Chairman and Treasurer  
Susie Culpin     Bookings Manager 
Terry Chapman  Minutes Secretary    
Sue Coxall   Committee Member 
Marion Harding   Committee Member     
Jo Bishop   Committee Member      
Beverley Garbutt  Committee Member     
Caroline Parkinson    Committee Member 
Linda Shepherd  Committee Member 
 
Our Honorary President is Clive Germany and our custodian trustees are Sue 
Herbert, Susie Culpin and Paul Sherville. 
 
Please come and listen to our progress, air your views and, if over 18 years of 
age, vote in a new Committee. 
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Camps Village Hall  
 

For those not able to attend, here is a brief review of our report to the Annual Par-
ish Meeting held in May: 
Camps Village Hall is a non-profit making, independent charity, with a manage-
ment committee of trustees (Charity No.  300375).  We volunteer so that our par-
ish and the wider local community can continue to enjoy the facilities of our mod-
ern village hall.   
This year’s AGM will also be held in June, when a new committee will be elected.  
Fresh ideas and additional members are needed, so If anyone is interested in join-
ing, please contact me ASAP.  
The hall is regularly and well used by many local clubs and groups such as: Carpet 
Bowls, Youth Club, Art Club, Camps Amateur Theatrical Society (CATS), Good Com-
panions and Lunch Club, along with the Baby & Toddler Group, Yoga Classes, the 
Parish Council, Mobile Post Office, and by the Hall Committee for fund-raising and 
social activities.   
The Trustees were most grateful to CATS for its generous donation of 120 comfort-
able new seats for the hall. 
We are grateful to Castle Camps Parish Council for keeping an emergency reserve 
account for us and, again this year, thankfully we did not need to call upon it.  We 
are also grateful to Shudy Camps Parish Council for its annual grant of £250.   
The Charity was formed by a Conveyance and Trust Deed dated 1952. Find us on 
the Charity Commissioners website simply by entering our registered charity num-
ber 300375 in the search box.  
We had three Jumble Sales in the last financial year, which raised £1,390 thanks to 
Susie Culpin & her regular helpers.   
The Hall was opened on Remembrance Sunday for a couple of hours for Susie 
Culpin and Sue Coxall, on behalf of the Village Hall, to offer refreshments to those 
attending the ceremonies. 
 
Terry Chapman, Secretary to the Management Committee of Trustees. 
 
Hall hiring rates are as follows: 
Full day hire for the full Hall: 
Castle Campers: £100, Shudy Campers: £120 and £160 for non-Camps hirers.   
Hourly rates: 
Main Hall rates for these above three categories are: £10, £12, and £16 respectively.   
Small Meeting Room rates are: £8, £10 and £12 respectively 
  
Please ring Susie on 01799 584596 to book or view, or email 
terry.chapman@tiscali.co.uk.  Details can also be viewed on the web sites: 
www.hallsforhire.org.uk , www.cambridgeshire.net and www.venues4hire.org  
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Mark Hows is vice-chair, and webmaster – his expertise as a biologist 
has been most helpful in commenting on planning applications and as 
Tree Officer; and he has set up our website. 
 
Roger and Rita Lemon have continued sterling service looking after our 
footpaths and liaising with Age UK respectively. 
Special thanks are due to our Clerk, Elizabeth Gladman, for her expert 
administration. 
 
Joan Rolfe, of Joan's Beancounting Services, has been our internal audi-
tor for several years now, including this year, and we are grateful for her 
help and useful suggestions.  
Thanks too to our County and District Councillors for attending our meet-
ings and reporting on what's going on at these other bodies. 
Anne Fear has continued he sterling work as Neighbourhood Watch co-
ordinator, an unsung but important role. 
 
Finally, a special thank-you to Tony Broscomb, who has been a stalwart 
of the Parish Council for as long as I can remember – certainly before I 
joined.  Tony and Ann are moving away from the village to near Salis-
bury, and we will miss them both very much.  Tony has been vice-chair of 
the Council; looked after our financial planning with flair and diligence; 
kept an eye on planning concerns and greatly helped with our delibera-
tions with his knowledge of ancient buildings; helped Roger with footpath 
mowing; and finally stepped in to chair and reinvigorate the Manages 
Trust.  We will have to work hard to fill all these roles.  We wish Tony and 
Ann much happiness in their new home.  This of course creates a va-
cancy for a Parish Councillor which we will need to fill, either by election 
or co-option, in the near future. 

John Haine – Chair, Shudy Camps Parish Council 

The Parish Councillor Casual Vacancy created by Tony Broscomb's resig-
nation will shortly be advertised on the Council Noticeboards and Website 
– www.shudycamps.org.uk.  An election will be held if requested by 10 or 
more voters; otherwise the Council may co-opt a member.  Please keep an 
eye out for the notices; and contact the Clerk (clerk@shudycamps.org.uk) 

The Parish Clerk keeps a confidential email distribution list for people in 
the Parish who would like to receive updates on Parish Council matters.  If 
you would like to receive these please contact Elizabeth at the email ad-
dress above so that you can be added to the mailing list – or equally of 
you wish to be removed.  Note also that we are moving to using our web-
site for many Parish communications.  

http://www.hallsforhire.org.uk/
http://www.cambridgeshire.net
http://www.venues4hire.org
file:///C:/Users/Chris/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/OQ5NA8UQ/www.shudycamps.org.uk
mailto:clerk@shudycamps.org.uk
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Our website www.shudycamps.org.uk has been set up and is run by Cllr. 
Mark Hows.  This is now our main way to communicate Parish Council 
and other parish affairs.  There are also associated email addresses: 
chair / clerk / webmaster / council @shudycamps.org.uk – to contact us. 
 
Combined Parishes Meeting 
A new initiative by our ward District and County Councillors in September 
saw monthly meetings set up for representatives of all the Parish Coun-
cils in the wards (The Camps, Horseheath, West Wickham, West Wrat-
ting, Balsham, Carlton).  These have proved very effective: we get 
County (Highways) and District (Planning) officers attending to answer 
questions and discuss concerns; and also an opportunity to discuss is-
sues of concern to all of us. A practical result of this is an agreement to 
share in purchasing a Speed Indicating Devices, and we hope to see 
other benefits in time, provided the meeting survives the change in ward 
arrangements following the Boundary Commission review and local elec-
tions. 
 
General & Financial 
Shudy Camps has made a contribution to the refurbishment of Castle 
Camps Playground. 
Glebe House has kindly agreed to seek to provide a defibrillator for the 
village – they are still looking at how this can be funded and working with 
Cllr. Hows. 
The Council has decided after a recommendation by the Clerk to move 
its bank accounts to Lloyds as they provide much more functional on-line 
banking.  This (like anything involving banks these days) has proved 
quite involved but should be complete soon. 
There is a new initiative resulting from the Cambridge City Deal to find 
solutions to improve the A1307.  There is a "Local Liaison Forum" set up 
which is arranging a series of workshops involving parishes along the 
route, and other bodies, which Cllr. Haine attends.  The first of these was 
very good, we hope to see further progress. 
 
The Council 
I want to thank all the other Councillors: Tony Broscomb, Roger Lemon, 
Mark Hows, Karen Hasin-Bromley, and Paul Malins; for their help and 
diligence throughout the year. 
Karen stepped down last summer and Paul Malins took her place – we 
welcome him to the council, where his professional expertise as a civil 
engineer is very helpful. 
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All Saints' Parish Church, Castle Camps 
 
Saturday 15th July Bartlow Hills Farm Tour and BBQ our first joint 
venture involving the whole church team. Thanks to Tim Breimeyer, 
this will be an hour-long farm visit in viewing trailers with animals in-
cluding donkeys and pot-bellied pigs, and an informed and interesting 
commentary about farm management followed by delicious BBQ. 
Adult Tickets £10.00 Family Ticket (2A&3C) £25.00 Children £5.00 
There will be two tours, an earlier Family Tour for those with chil-
dren starting at 17.00 with an Adult Tour slightly later at 18.00  
To book tickets phone Lindi Kent 01799 584012 
 
Sunday 11 June Quiz in the Garden. This has been popular in the 
past and we are grateful to Pam and Guy Schooling for hosting. 
Come and quiz whilst enjoying tea and cake in their beautiful garden, 
hotdogs and burgers £1.00 also available. Come as a team or make 
up a team of up to six when you arrive, £4.00 per person, children un-
der 12 free. Yellow house on Park Lane just past the school CB21 
4SR. Please advise Pam Schooling guypam@hotmail.com 01799 
584322 or Lindi Kent lindi.allen@pan-global.co.uk 01799 584012 
by the 7th of June  
 
Sunday 18 June Open Gardens. This is always a good village occa-
sion, come along and enjoy a meander around local gardens and en-
joy tea and cake. Should you wish to open your garden please con-
tact David Holmes on 01799 584430. Tickets and program avail-
able on the day.  
 
Saturday 8 July Malcolm Guite in concert. Malcolm is a world-

renowned poet and musician - those who have seen him perform be-
fore will know you are in for a treat. 
Tickets £10.00 to include wine and light refreshments from Lindi 
Kent 01799 584012 
 

So much to enjoy this summer, do try and join us at some or all 

of these events, proceeds towards the up keep of our beautiful 

church  

 

Lindi Kent 

http://www.shudycamps.org.uk
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www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
   
The What’s On section of our website shows a great many local activities 
throughout the Summer. As you travel about, I hope you will enjoy the 
vegetation along roadside verges that adds much to the overall vision of 
the countryside. The species present will vary throughout the seasons 
and reflect the underlying geology and cutting regime of a particular 
stretch of verge. For road safety reasons, some verges are close-mown 
but these may be speckled with the flower heads of Common Daisy, 
Dandelion and other species which thrive under such treatment. On bus-
ier roads, often only the first metre is cut on a regular basis, allowing 
taller wild flowers to survive further back.  
   
During early summer our verges are dominated by swathes of the white 
frothy flowers of Cow Parsley or the chunkier white flowers of Hogweed. 
Both are members of the Carrot family and, perhaps surprisingly, thrive 
on the extra nutrients released by car exhausts. Although many species 
of insects visit their flowers, their tendency to shade out smaller plants 
reduces the overall variety of wayside flowers and potential food for 
other insects. Similarly, increased roadside nutrient levels encourage 
Docks and Stinging Nettles which also overshadow delicate species in-
cluding blue-flowered Speedwells.  
   
Splashes of pink are provided by clumps of Red Campion; and blue or 
purple by Vetches and several species of Geranium. Thistles and scarlet 
Poppies appear where bare soil is exposed. The presence of a large ex-
panse of Ox-eye daisy, with its white petals and yellow centre, is usually 
due to its inclusion in seed mixes sown alongside newer roads. 
   
A number of verges have been identified as Special Roadside Verges or 
Roadside Nature Reserves. These are recognised for their floristic diver-
sity or for the presence of rare species. 
   
Tricia Moxey 
Trustee 
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rejected after appeal; and a variation of condition application for the 
same site was also rejected.   
 
An application for a barn conversion in Mill Green was deemed granted 
simply because the planning department didn't respond within the statu-
tory time limit.  A number of applications were made regarding restoration 
work to Shardelows Farm, which at the time of writing are either ap-
proved or out for consultation. 
 

At Carter's Farm work is still on-going.  Several of the properties are now 
occupied, the drainage works having apparently been completed in a 
way that fulfils the conditions.  A new application was made to convert 
what had been a relatively small shed, extended less than 2 years ago 
ostensibly for storing building materials and as a site office, into a "barn 
conversion".  This was withdrawn after the inconsistencies in the applica-
tion were pointed out by the Parish Council – a new application has been 
made of which we have advised rejection on similar grounds.  We remain 
concerned about site surface water drainage and the impact of signifi-
cantly more traffic than was originally anticipated.  The farmhouse has 
been swathed in plastic now for well over a year and no further work has 
been done, and a planning application for replacing the external timber 
structure has been withdrawn – nearby residents will have to live with the 
nuisance and eyesore for some time to come it seems.  Overall the site is 
overlooked by a mountain of spoil which we hope the developers will re-
move; and the success or otherwise of the drainage system awaits the 
next significant rainfall. 

Drainage 

Some work has been done to clear drains in Main Street. The Council 
has written to all households in the village to advise them to be clear 
about any riparian responsibilities they may have for ditches on their 
boundaries. Meanwhile the very dry weather has perhaps diverted atten-
tion from drainage problems for the moment. 
 

Parish Communications 

The new "Information Point", a/k/a phone box by Carter's Farm has now 
been in operation for over a year and seems to be successful.  There has 
also been quite a high turnover of the pile of books in it (at least partly 
due to regular culling for charity shops).  Residents of Nosterfield End 
have indicated that they would like the same to happen to their redun-
dant phone box, and the PC is happy to fund this (though some engineering 
works will be needed) – we await a project proposal from Nosterfield End. 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk
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Shudy Camps Parish Council – Annual Parish Meeting 2017 
Chairman's Report 

 
As last year I want to focus on main themes and activities that have oc-
cupied the Council in 2015/16. 
 

HIGHWAYS ISSUES 

Nosterfield End 

I reported last year that we were successful in obtaining an LHI grant for 
speed mitigation works in Nosterfield End.  This involved new speed limit 
"gate" signs and 40mph roundels marked on the road surface.  The work 
was eventually carried out in January 2017 – we have had little feedback 
on its success or otherwise but my subjective impression is that it has 
made some difference. Some work has been done to the ditches with a 
small improvement but until it is resolved who is actually responsible for 
the watercourse along the south side of Haverhill Road it is unlikely that 
a proper resolution will be possible.  On a positive note the manhole cov-
ers on the Castle Camps road have been repaired after being in a dan-
gerous condition for more than 2 years. 

Shudy Camps 

After an on-site consultation with a Highways engineer we made another 
successful LHI application for work to mitigate speeding and improve 
road safety  through the main village.  This will involve upgrading/
replacing speed limit signs; renewing a damaged chevron sign on Black-
smith's Lane; replacing the old and damaged plastic edge markers on the 
verge along Blacksmith's Lane; stencilling 30mph roundels on the road 
surfaces by the 30 repeater signs; and installing sockets to hold portable 
Speed Indicating Devices (SIDs) at key locations where speeding is a 
problem.  The SIDs will be purchased by the Parish Council collaborating 
with other nearby PCs (see below). Some of the poor road surfaces in 
the village have had remedial work during the year.  At the time of writing 
(7 May) the "give way" markings at the T-junctions of Carsey Hill with Black-
smith's Lane and Main Street should have been re-marked by 8th May. 

Planning 

There have been the usual run of minor planning applications that have 
been considered and recommended for approval in the main.  A report 
from Cllr. Broscomb gives more details. A few comments are worth mak-
ing. A further application for revised access to the Mill Green Meadow 
site was opposed on highways safety grounds and the application was  
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Camps Oil Syndicate 
 
Most residents in and around the Camps area are now familiar with the 
Oil Syndicate which has now been running well for a number of years.  
We currently have over 90 members.  For those of you who are new to 
the area or perhaps have thought about joining but somehow haven’t 
‘got round to it’, this is how it works and how to join if you wish. 
 
This is a voluntary service with the aim of ordering oil at the best possi-
ble price for the benefit of our members and the environment.  We usu-
ally are able to save between 3-5p per litre less than if you made a single 
order for one household. 
 
About every three months we as coordinators of the syndicate contact 
members by telephone or sometimes by email to find out who wants to 
order oil.  The timing of this is quite flexible.  If a few members contact 
us asking for an earlier order we will do our best to accommodate this.   
 
When we phone you we ask if you want to order this time and how 
much oil you think you need.  The minimum order that an oil company 
can deliver to your home is 500 litres.   
 
Once the order is complete we contact all the oil companies in the area 
and negotiate the best price.  The company who gives us the lowest rate 
will then be given the details of the order. 
 
We will contact you with details of the name of the company, the price 
agreed and any delivery details that we have been given.  At that stage 
we have no further role.  You will be contacted by the company directly 
for payment and any other details relevant to your order.  If you would 
like any further information or would like to join the syndicate just give 
us a ring.  There is no charge for this service and you will be able to buy 
your oil at a cheaper rate! 
 
Rod and Betty George 
01799 584527 betty.george1@btinternet.com 
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 Castle Camps C of E (V.C.) Primary School 
Our value for May is: Justice 
 
It has been another exciting and busy few months for our community at Castle 
Camps Primary School and it is hard to believe that we are nearly half way 
through the term. Since January, we have enjoyed a number of events, sports 
tournaments and visitors to our school. For your interest, I have highlighted 
some of these activities below. 
 
SIAMS Inspection: We are Outstanding! 
I am delighted to report that we were judged to be Outstanding in our Statu-
tory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS) inspection on Friday, 
24th February 2017. A copy of the inspection report is available on our school 
website. 
All Church of England and Interchurch schools have a SIAMS Inspection as part 
of a five year cycle. In our previous inspection (March 2012), we were judged to 
be Satisfactory, so this recent outcome is a very positive step forward for us. 
The principal objective of a SIAMS inspection is to evaluate the distinctiveness 
and effectiveness of the school as a church school. Towards this objective, in-
spectors seek answers to three key questions: 
- How well does the school, through its distinctive Christian character, meet the 
needs of all learners? 
- What is the impact of collective worship on the school community? 
- How effective are the leadership and management of the school as a church 
school? 
During the Inspection, Mr Lancaster (SIAMS Inspector) interviewed pupils, par-
ents, staff and governors; observed lessons; shared in an act of worship and 
examined our evidence. Overall and in two out of the three individual areas, we 
were judged to be Outstanding. The inspector particularly praised: 
- How the school’s Christian character, ‘-permeates every aspect of school life 
and has a very strong and positive influence on the spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development’ of our pupils. 
- The ‘highly effective and imaginative Religious Education’ teaching taking 
place in school. 
- The excellent levels of attainment achieved by all pupils since the previous 
inspection. 
I encourage you to take time to read the report. It confirms and celebrates the 
outstanding work that is going on at Castle Camps day-to-day and builds on the 
excellent OFSTED report we received in March 2015. 
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Our Prickly Friends 

 

With reference to my article in 

the February/March edition of 

Camps Review, I received this 

leaflet from Eric and Mavis Lee, 

who would like to bring the 

plight of hedgehogs in New 

Zealand to your attention.  

 

Please do have a look at the 
website and sign the petition if 

you feel you would like to. 

 

Many thanks, Ed 

Jubilee Fete Scrapbook 

 

Does anyone have or know the whereabouts of 

the Jubilee Fete Scrapbook? 

 

If you do, please contact Kerry Sadler on 584683 

For anyone new to the area, there is a welcome pack 

available containing useful local information, 

put together by Lindi Kent (01799 584012) with 

the support of the Church. 

 

This can be printed or emailed 

 

Or see our website: 

www.castlecamps.org.uk 

Web contact Chris Swan: 

info@castlecamps.org.uk or tel: 584958 
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South Cambridgeshire Year 3/4 Gymnastics Champions 
We were absolutely delighted to be awarded 1st place in the South Cambridge-
shire Year 3/4 Gymnastics Tournament on 8th February at Comberton Village 
College. The children truly excelled themselves and as this is the first year we 
have entered the competition, this was an outstanding achievement. During the 
competition, the children were asked to perform a vault and then either a floor 
or body management routine with each performance judged and given a score 
out of 10. Each child’s individual score in both disciplines was then combined to 
give an overall score out of a maximum of 120: our combined score was 113. 
 
Easter Bonnet Competition 
The term began with a fabulous Easter lunch and every child was invited to 
make their very own Easter bonnet. Everyone looked fabulous and the children 
had  obviously taken a great deal of time preparing their hats. 
Winners: 
Hedgehogs: Reuben & Grace T   Badgers: Killian & Josie 
Squirrels: Gracie & Miller   Deer: Robert & Anna 
Rabbits: Katie & Joe  
 
Looking Ahead 
As half term approaches, we are focused on preparing for the new challenges 
and adventures ahead. Our pupils in Year 6 have been working extremely hard 
for their SATs exams and we look forward to reporting on their achievements at 
the end of the Summer Term. The older children in Key Stage 2 are looking for-
ward to attending their residential trip at PGL Caythorpe Court and Year 6 will 
soon be visiting their secondary schools. 
I am delighted to report that all our places for Reception have been filled this 
year and after half term, the new pupils will be joining Hedgehog Class for ‘Stay 
and Play’ activities. 
In spite of all the hard work that inevitably takes place in the run up to the end 
of any academic year, we will also take time to enjoy the summer and the won-
derful learning opportunities it presents. Every season is unique in its own way. 
However, the summer months, when the children can swim in the pool and play 
on the field are particularly important to us. It is our intention and hope, that 
the pupils here will carry these happy memories of Castle Camps with them, as 
they move on to secondary school and forward in to their adult lives. 
Please accept my very best wishes for the term ahead. 
Alexandra O’Connor 
Headteacher 
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1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated their Sainsbury’s Active 
Kids vouchers to the Brownies.  So far we have collected just over 
4,500 which is great.  Sainsbury’s have now stopped issuing the 
vouchers but we are still collecting them.  If you still have any lurk-
ing in your purse or wallet, or even sitting on top of the fridge 
please get them to me ASAP but no later than 15 June so we can 
pass them on to our coordinator to be counted. 
 
Our Toy Pet Show Red Nose fundraiser was a great success with 
nearly £50.00 raised.  The toys ranged from Phoebe’s much loved 
rabbit to the resplendent white tiger from Sophie which had to pa-
raded by four Guides. 
 
This term we are working on our Friend to Animals badge and are 
finding new ways to communicate with each other.  We have al-
ready tried finding the rest of our ‘group’ using animal noises, easy 
you might think not so when you are wearing a blindfold! 
 
We have our annual District Campfire, Brownie Fun Day and 
Strawberry Evening to look forward to this term.   
 
If you have a daughter who would be interested in joining us 
please register her at www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested.  If you 
would like more information on what we do or would like to help us 
with a special skill you may have then please drop us 
an email. 
 
PAULINE, KATIE, and LAURENÉ 
E: brownies@horseheath.info  

Big Balsham Sale 

 

Garage and Table Top sale throughout Balsham 

Sunday 4th June 10am-2pm 

Refreshments and maps available from the Church Institute. 
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 Neighbourhood Watch  
The crimes in local vicinity: 

The crimes we are experiencing are mainly from sheds and outbuildings but also more 

attempts at house burglary, try and keep valuables out of sight and make buildings as 

secure as possible. Also we have experienced some petrol siphoning and milk stolen 

from doorstep.  

Ideas for securing sheds and outbuildings 

Many people underestimate the value of the items they store in their sheds. Unfortu-

nately criminals are fully aware of the value of the goods that some people do store in 

vulnerable places. The following advice can help to keep your property secure and re-

duce the chance of you becoming a victim of crime. 

Whilst a shed is not designed to withstand any form of determined attack, there are some 

simple measures you can take to make them more secure. Position your garden shed as 

near to your house as possible so that it is clearly visible from your home. 

Consider painting your house number and postcode onto your valuable gardening equip-

ment (e.g. lawnmower, strimmer and tools). This makes them much less attractive to 

potential thieves as it makes them more difficult to sell on, and also increases the 

chances of the property being recovered and returned to its rightful owner if it is stolen. 

Avoid storing valuable items such as power tools, fishing tackle or golf clubs in a shed. 

These items should be stored inside your home or a secure garage. 

If you have been working in your garden ensure that you lock away tools such as spades 

or forks when you’re finished. Tools left out overnight could be used by an intruder to 

gain access to your property. 

If you don’t intend to use the windows in your shed you can make them secure by 

screwing them shut or fitting window locks. Hanging old curtain or netting up against 

the window will prevent any prying eyes from seeing what is stored in your shed. 

The most effective way to secure shed doors is to fit a strong hasp and staple (also called 

a ‘padbar’). Secure this with coach bolts (long bolts with a smooth head that cannot be 

undone with a screwdriver or spanner) and lock the hasp over the staple with a closed 

shackled padlock. You can further protect your shed with items such as ‘shed bars’ and 

larger items such as cycles can be secured to shed shackles.  

Holiday Period 

If you are fortunate enough to be going away this holiday period please see the tips be-

low to keep your properties safe: 

Make sure your home looks like someone is living in it. Don't close your curtains – in 

daytime this shows the house is empty. Think about getting automatic time-switches to 

turn your lights on when it goes dark. 

Fit mortise locks or bolts to all outside doors, and locks to all downstairs or easily acces-

sible windows. Cancel any milk or newspaper deliveries. 

Cut the lawn before you go and trim back any plants that burglars could hide behind. 

Get a friend or neighbour to look after your home. They can collect your mail, mow 

your lawn and so on. This gives the impression that someone is living in your home. If 

you leave keys with a neighbour, don't label them with your address.  

Don't leave valuables, like your TV, laptops, i-pods, where people can see them through 

windows. 

Lindi Kent 01799 584012 and Anne Fear 01799 584432 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
mailto:brownies@horseheath.info

